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pursues "dream" of being in the National Spelling Bee COLUMBIA CITY, Ind. — Out of almost 1.5
million applicants, few manage to be declared “winners” in the 2018 Scripps National Spelling Bee.
Eighteen-year-old Akshay Pratapgarhi of Indiana is one of them. He had also been in the top 24 spots
during his final round. His competitors on his team were his friends and he finally found a place he
had been looking for years: the National Spelling Bee stage. Akshay spent a majority of the week in
the room with his six school teachers, friends and parents. He was encouraged to seek a mentor and
was offered one by Asian Americans United of Columbia City. The organization was founded in 2016
by Adithi Balasubramanian, whose husband Avinash was in the top 12 spellers in 2008. After the
2018 National Spelling Bee concluded, Adithi followed up with Akshay through numerous messages
and phone calls to get to know the young winner and find out how he enjoyed his experience. “He
spent the entire year working on his extracurriculars, after-school jobs and homework, instead of
focusing on the Bee — and yet, he still managed to be a top 24 and came very close to the top 12 —
which is quite impressive,” Adithi said. Akshay has been practicing the R-H-C-O-N-E-S series for a
year. He learned it as a child because his father, a heart surgeon, wanted to learn how to spell words
correctly. He continued to practice after he became an elementary school student. When
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