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Comments.Evaluation of left ventricular function and structure before and after transmyocardial
laser revascularization using clinical echocardiography. We studied 19 patients (14 men and 5
women) with chronic angina pectoris treated with transmyocardial laser revascularization (TMLR)
(N = 20) or coronary artery bypass grafting (CABG) (N = 26) to evaluate whether TMLR could
acutely alter left ventricular (LV) function and/or structure before and after TMLR. Global LV
function and LV myocardial structure were evaluated at baseline and 1 month after TMLR or CABG
using two-dimensional and Doppler echocardiography. Immediately before TMLR, ejection fraction
(EF) was low at 0.32 +/- 0.07; cardiac output (CO) was low at 3.6 +/- 0.9 liters per minute; and
myocardial structure was abnormal with a high echocardiographic myocardial performance index
(MPI) (0.53 +/- 0.08) and low fractional shortening (FS) (25.2 +/- 5.0%). Postoperatively, CO
increased to 4.6 +/- 0.9 liters per minute (p This article is part of a series of presentations to the
World Bank on Debt and Growth for Development. Today's presentation is the final
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